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Mr. KUCINICH. Entitlement reform
2012. Let’s see. Wealthy Americans are
entitled to tax breaks. Corporations
are entitled to billions in giveaways.
Arms manufacturers are entitled to
bigger contracts. The poor and the
middle class? Well, they’re entitled to
unemployment, underemployment,
foreclosures, and cuts in both Social
Security and Medicare.

Poor and middle class Americans
know all about the fiscal cliff. They’ve
been getting pushed off it for years
with an unfair tax system, unconscion-
able trade deals, and the Fed’s mone-
tary policies.

Nearly 50 million people are in pov-
erty in America, 12 million unem-
ployed, millions more underemployed.
On January 2, millions stand to lose
unemployment benefits. Fourteen mil-
lion Americans’ mortgages are greater
than the value of their homes.

On the horizon loom massive cuts to
essential services. Will the American
austerity replace the American Dream?
We need to turn back from the fiscal
cliff with wealth creation, education,
job creation, infrastructure rebuilding,
monetary reform, trade reform, and
protection of Social Security and Medi-
care. We need a great economic revival,
not another Great Depression.

———
HASHTAG: TERRORISTS

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, what
do @HSMPress, @Alqassam Brigade,
and @almanarnews all have in com-
mon? Here’s a hint: HASHTAG: TER-
RORISTS.

That’s right: foreign terrorist organi-
zations like al-Shabaab, Hamas, and
Hezbollah all use an American com-
pany—Twitter—to recruit other ex-
tremists. They spread their anti-Amer-
ican propaganda and preach violence
and murder.

Hamas has over 42,000 followers.
Their tweets have included everything
from calls for jihad attacks to a ‘“‘new
Holocaust.” Isn’t that lovely?

Mr. Speaker, the Supreme Court of
the United States has ruled that when
there is a ‘“‘broader strategy to promote
terrorism,” foreign terrorist organiza-
tions are not protected under free
speech rights.

We should be doing everything we
can to disarm our enemy, whether that
means freezing their bank accounts or
freezing their Twitter accounts. Allow-
ing foreign terrorist organizations to
freely operate on Twitter is enabling
the enemy. The FBI and Twitter must
recognize sooner, rather than Ilater,
that social media is a tool for the out-
law terrorists, and it has to stop.

And that’s just the way it is.

DEMOCRACY IN THE REPUBLIC OF
GEORGIA

(Mr. DREIER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
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minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, as the Re-
public of Georgia deals with its first
democratic transition of power, I spent
the last few days speaking at length
with President Saakashvili and the
new Prime Minister Ivanishvili about
the necessity to continue the pursuit of
the rule of law.

Mr. Speaker, this is a critical mo-
ment for the Georgian people that
could either put the country inex-
orably on the path of sustainable de-
mocracy or turn back the clock on the
tremendous gains that have been made
since the Rose Revolution. Mr. Speak-
er, the United States must remain en-
gaged with the new government to pro-
mote continued democratic reform.

A robust democracy demands not
only the ability of the majority party
to advance its agenda, but also the
preservation of the rights of the minor-
ity to raise questions and hold the gov-
ernment accountable.

Furthermore, prosecutions must be
conducted in accordance with the rule
of law, with full inquiries preceding ar-
rests. Great diligence must be exer-
cised to ensure that investigations are
legitimate and not politically moti-
vated.

I have urged and will continue to
urge, Mr. Speaker, this new govern-
ment to deliver on its campaign prom-
ises of continued democratic develop-
ment and enhanced transparency.

————
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RECOGNIZING A HOMETOWN HERO
OF FRISCO, TEXAS

(Mr. BURGESS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BURGESS. Today I rise to recog-
nize a member of the Frisco City Coun-
cil, Captain Tim Nelson. Although he
was elected to the council more than 18
months ago, his dais seat has fre-
quently been empty, but for a good rea-
son.

Shortly after taking office, Captain
Nelson received orders from the United
States Army Reserve and was deployed
to Afghanistan. During the past year,
Captain Nelson was on the NATO mili-
tary base with the 980th Engineer Bat-
talion. As the unit’s civil engineer, he
oversaw construction projects ranging
from roads to water crossings to intel-
ligence.

While in Afghanistan, Captain Nelson
carried a copy of the United States
Constitution everywhere he went. His
reason was, ‘‘You don’t always have to
agree with the politics of the day. But
truly, by the grace of God, we were
born in America. And if you’ve been to
enough places around the world, you’ll
know how lucky we really are and how
wonderful a place we live in.”

While Captain Nelson was not able to
be at council meetings, he was never
forgotten. The opening of each council
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meeting included a prayer for his fam-
ily and for his safe return home. He is
home now; and he said, I’'ll ‘“‘do my best
to pay them back for the time I was
gone.”

On November 8, he returned back to
Texas to his wife, Candice, and their
three children.

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to recognize
the service of a councilman of Frisco,
Texas, Captain Tim Nelson.

——————

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 4:30 p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 2 o’clock and 10 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess.

——
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. WOMACK) at 4 o’clock and
34 minutes p.m.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or on which the
vote incurs objection under clause 6 of
rule XX.

Record votes on postponed questions
will be taken later.

MANDATORY OPERATIONAL CON-
TROL REPORTING AND PER-
FORMANCE MEASURES ACT OF
2012

Mrs. MILLER of Michigan. Mr.
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules
and pass the bill (H.R. 6025) to provide
for annual reports on the status of
operational control of the inter-
national land and maritime borders of
the United States and unlawful entries,
and for other purposes, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 6025

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Mandatory
Operational Control Reporting and Perform-
ance Measures Act of 2012,

SEC. 2. ANNUAL REPORTS ON OPERATIONAL
CONTROL OF INTERNATIONAL LAND
AND MARITIME BORDERS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Home-
land Security shall submit to the Committee
on Homeland Security of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Committee on Home-
land Security and Governmental Affairs of
the Senate, as part of the Department of
Homeland Security’s Annual Performance
Report, an annual report on the number of
miles of the international land and maritime
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